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INTRODUCTION 
The Waters Park community and S i t e s  41TV632 through 635 a r e  located  on the  
l e f t  bank of Walnut Creek near  i ts  headwaters t raversed  by the  Southern 
Pac i f i c  Railroad, FM 1325, and t he  Waters Park Road. The s i t e s  pe r t a in ing  
t o  t h e  o l d  Waters Park community l y i ng  i n  t h e  proposed right-of-way of t h e  
nor th  extension of Loop 1 (MoPac Boulevard) a r e  those c i t e d  above. The 
sites were i d en t i f i e d  i n  1974 during an independent survey. A l a rge  number 
of o the r  s i t e s  a r e  found i n  o r  adjacent  t o  the  right-of-way. Among these  
a r e  S i t e  41TV39, the  Rogers Spring S i t e  previously excavated by The 
Universi ty of Texas; S i t e  41TV291, t h e  James P. Wallace S i t e  t o  be excavated 
by the  S t a t e  Department of Highways and Publ ic  Transportat ion (SDHPT); and 
severa l  sites near t h e  right-of-way. It was determined a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  
t h e r e  were important sites a t  t h e  l o c a l i t y .  Further  v i s i t s  i n  1984 re in-
forced t h e  author ' s  opinion, and t e s t i n g  through use of a metal de tec to r  
was proposed. 
. 	A g r i d  was l a i d  out  on the  s i t e  promptly and accura te ly  by t he  crew of t h e  
SDHPT D i s t r i c t  14 headquarters.  The author secured permission t o  t e s t  
t h e  s i te  from the  property owner, Jay W. Barnes, Jr. Edward Sutherland, 
of D i s t r i c t  14 coordinated t h e  D i s t r i c t  a c t i v i t i e s .  A t  the  Highway Design 
Division Environmental and Community Factors  Section,  James W. Barr and 
Frank A. Weir coordinated with the  D i s t r i c t .  Tom Gorman aided i n  t e s t i n g  
t h e  metal de tec tor .  Milton Be l l ,  J e r r y  Henderson, Ann Irwin, and Marilyn 
Rot ter  of t h e  SDHPT Archaeology subsect ion provided production, adminis t ra t ive ,  
and s e c r e t a r i a l  support.  
SITE DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENT 
The sites a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  l e f t  bank of Walnut Creek near  i t s  head 
(Fig. 1 )  Evidence of c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of s i te  occupation 
and subsequently serve  t o  def ine  t h e  boundary of t h e  s i t e s  here in  reported.  
The nor th  boundary i s  marked by a fence l i n e  marking t h e  north boundary of 
the  James B. Rogers 2 /3  league land grant .  The e a s t  boundary is formed 
i n  p a r t  by remnants of a former orchard fence and t h e  house s i t e  o f  Jay 
M. Barnes, Jr. The south boundary is  formed by Walnut Creek and t h e  west 
boundary i s  marked by t he  current  right-of-way fence of FM 1325 (Fig. 2).  
Bedrock on t h e  s i t e s  i s  exposed a t  seve ra l  po in t s ,  and cretaceous lime-
stone  comprises t h e  bedrock i n  a l l  a reas  exposed. So i l s  overlying t he  
bedrock a r e  a l luv ia l- co l luv ia l .  The deposi t  general ly increases  i n  depth 
toward t h e  southwestern corner of t h e  s i t e  a r e a  described above. The 
deposi t  cons i s t s  of a  sandy loam mixed with a very dark brown clay.  The 
deposi t  contains more c l ay  t o  t h e  nor theas t  and more loam t o  the  south 
and southwest. The deposi t  o r i g i n  appears t o  be somewhat complex including 
s lope  wash, in-place development, and overbank f looding of the  creek. 
Vegetation on t h e  s i t e  cons i s t s  of l a r ge  l i v e  oaks, plums, chinaberr ies ,  
hackberries ,  f i g s ,  smaller  shrubs, and a va r i e t y  of shor t  and medium grasses  
and forbs  normally kept low by mowing. North of t h e  s i t e  a rea  here in  
described i s  a l a rge  paved parking l o t  while t o  the  e a s t  is medium and t a l l  
grass  pasture.  To t he  south is a brushy a rea  of small and medium s i z e  
oaks and o the r  t r e e s ,  shor t  and t a l l  grasses ,  and forbs.  The a rea  west 
of t h e  s i t e  is  developed and paved over. 
Cul tura l  f ea tu res  v i s i b l e  on t he  s i t e  include an o ld  road, o ld  fence l i n e s ,  
an e a r l y  1950s house which has been burned, a hand-dug limestone- lined wel l ,  
concrete s l ab s ,  a r t i f a c t  s c a t t e r s ,  and a l a t e  1960s house belonging t o  
Jay Barnes (Fig. 2). Other f ea tu res  include u t i l i t y  poles,  a paved drive-
way, flower beds, and modern fences. A buried butane tank is  located  
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adjacent t o  the  1950 house, and hardware and fu rn i t u r e  fragments destroyed 
i n  the  burning of t h e  house a r e  present adjacent t o  the  s t ruc tu re .  
Ar t i fac tua l  evidence of occupation is v i s i b l e  on t he  property i n  two major 
l o c a l i t i e s ,  one southeast  of t h e  1950s house and one a t  the  base of a  
b lu f f  overlooking t h e  creek on t he  south end of the  area.  These a r t i f a c t s  
include p l a in  and l a t e  t r an s f e r  p r i n t  hardpaste earthenware, manganese 
bleached g lass  sherds,  sheet  i ron ,  and t i n  cans. Later  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  
found adjacent t o  t h e  1950s house. The period a r t i f a c t s  a r e  appropriate 
fo r  t h e  major period of occupation a t  Waters Park. 
PREVIOUS RESEARCH AND RESEARCH DESIGN 

Through archival and informant investigation, it was determined that the 
site area contained the residence of Silas B. Summers, a railroad section 
house, another structure which served either as a tavern or post office 
or both, and a portion of the community dump. The Summers house was built 
shortly after 1872 while the otherstructures were built and occupied 
from about 1881 to 1920. 
A variety of Anglo farmsteads have been excavated near this project area 

off Parmer Lane. In other areas taverns or inns have been investigated 

but no railroad-related buildings have been investigated in the area. 

, 	 A contemporary dump was excavated by this agency in San Antonio. The 
complex is unique, however, in that all structures relate to a resort 
community. The research at other nearby sites can provide a source of 
comparative data. 
The purpose of a test at an archaeological site focuses on the questions 

of whether there are undisturbed deposits, buried features, and artifacts 

which would provide sufficient data to determine if the site is eligible 

for inclusion within the National Register of Historic Places. To be 

eligible under purely archaeological criteria, the site must have the 

potential to yield important archaeological information. To determine 

eligibility, two research endeavors were pursued. The first was the 

collection of archival data tracing ownership of the land and some infor-

mation on the occupants of the site. The second was to locate possible 

artifacts (metallic) concentrations in order to determine possible 

structures and to better define the site limits. 

Since the dates of occupation were known through archival records and 

early aerial photos, since several cultural features were visible on the 

surface, and since the site is undisturbed, many of the reasons for testing 

were already taken care of. That really left only the question of where 

concentrations of artifacts might be. 

I n  o r de r  t o  l o c a t e  concent ra t ions  of bur ied  a r t i f a c t s ,  a g r i d  of 20 f t .  
squares  was l a i d  on t h e  s i te  us ing  t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  as a base l ine .  The g r i d  
was l im i t ed  t o  t h e  obvious def ined  boundaries  of t h e  site.  The g r i d  w a s  
drawn on a topographic map of t h e  s i t e .  Following t h i s  procedure, a meta l  
d e t e c t o r  w a s  run over each square  and h i t s  p l o t t e d  on t h e  map. Surface-
exposed a r t i f a c t s  were a l s o  p l o t t e d .  
RESULTS OF TESTING 

The nor th  boundary of the  s i t e  complex is  a r e a l  boundary of land owner-
sh ip  during the  nineteenth century and even t o  t h e  present  time. The 
w e s t  complex boundary is  a l s o  a n a t u r a l  boundary although constructed i n  
the  l a t e  1950s o r  ea r ly  1960s a s  is  the  south boundary. The e a s t  boundary 
is  a l s o  a n a t u r a l  c u l t u r a l  boundary, although not  s o  w e l l  defined. This 
boundary marked a l i n e  between occupation and use s i t e s  and cu l t iva ted  
f i e l d s  and an orchard. Within t h e  defined a r e a  of t h e  right-of-way, 
t h e  metal de tec to r  pinpointed a reas  associa ted  with the  S i l a s  Summers 
house, possibly t h e  tavern/post o f f i c e ,  and t h e  western edge of the  dump. 
Concrete f e a t u r e s  p ro jec t ing  above t h e  ground surface  i n d i c a t e  t h e  pos i t ion  
of t h e  sec t ion  house (Fig. 2 ) .  The metal de tec to r  was unable t o  de tec t  
indiv idual  n a i l s  and s t r ands  of barbed w i r e .  The metal de tec to r  indica ted  
t h r e e  a reas  of concentrat ion of m e t a l l i c  o b j e c t s  which was t h e  purpose of 
t h e  test. 
RESULTS OF ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 
The land on which t h i s  complex of s i t e s  is s i t u a t e d  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a 
po r t i on  of a 2/3 l eague  of land granted t o  James B. Rogers, an  immigrant 
t o  Stephen F. Aus t in ' s  L i t t l e  Colony (General Land Of f i ce ,  Bastrop F i r s t  
Class Grant F i l e  1.77). S i l a s  B. Summers purchased a po r t i on  of Rogers' 
l and  i n  1857 (Travis  County Deed Records Vol. L:644-645). A few yea r s  
l a t e r  Summers s o l d  t h e  t r a c t  t o  P h i l l i p  Rinamer (Vol. X:340-341). Mean-
whi le ,  Rogers had so ld  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of h i s  213 league t o  William 
Simpson (Travis  County Deed Records Vol. M:560), who so l d  i t  t o  J. H. 
Robinson. Summers purchased t h i s  t r a c t  i n  1872 (Travis  County Deed 
Records Vol. X:583-584) and s o l d  right-of-way t o  t h e  Aust in and Northwest 
Rai l road i n  1881 (Travis  County Deed Records Vol. 52:55-56). 
The A&NWRR adve r t i s ed  excurs ions  t o  Summers Grove i n  1882 (Daily Democratic 
Statesman, June 23, 1882:4) and t o  Waters Park (Daily Democratic Statesman,  
Aug. 1, 1882:4; J u l y  30, 1882:4; June 14, 1882:2; J u l y  18,  1882:4) and 
apparent ly  s o l d  l o t s  a t  auc t ion  (Daily Democratic Statesman, June 25, 
1882:4). A t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century  t h e  p l a t  of t h e  upper Georgetown Road 
showed t h e  presence of t h e  Waters P.O. (pos t  o f f i c e )  i n  t h e  area of t h e  
po s s i b l e  t ave rn  previous ly  mentioned (Travis  County Road Book, P rec inc t  
2:256), as we l l  a s  a g i n  and school .  A t  t h a t  t ime, t h e  land belonged t o  
George W. Colvin, Summers' son-in-law. 
Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  end of World War I t h e  town ceased t o  a c t  as a r e s o r t  
community and t h e  community took on a r u r a l  aspec t  wi th  many of t h e  bus inesses  
dese r t ed .  The l and  then  became t h e  proper ty  of Colvin 's  son-in-law, Jay 
W. Barnes, Jr. 
Both a r ch i va l  research  and t e s t i n g  through t h e  use of a  metal  d e t e c t o r  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  undisturbed group of a rchaeologica l  s i t e s  conta in  
important d a t a  of s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t .  Tes t ing  and s u r f i c i a l  observa t ion  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a s  we l l  a s  bur ied  a r t i f a c t s  
i n  t h e  s i t e s .  The s i t e s  a r e  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  a  v a r i e t y  of persons and 
funct ions  pe r t a in ing  t o  t h e  r e s o r t  community of Waters Park. A descendant 
of one of t h e  e a r l y  landowners s t i l l  occupies t h e  s i t e  complex. Because 
of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  s i t e s  t o  e l u c i da t e  ques t ions  of a  s c i e n t i f i c  
na tu re ,  i t  is t h e  opinion of t h e  author  t h a t  t h e  s i t e s  meet t h e  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  nomination t o  t h e  National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  Places.  
